MELBOURN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Annual  Report  for  1921 

by  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Member's  of  the  Council. 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  report  this  year  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  a 
schedule  submitted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  district,  39,535  acres. 

Population  (according  to  the  1921  Census)  8,000.  The 
estimated  population  last  year  was  8,071. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  2,348  \  at  last 

Number  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers  2,196  )  Census 
Pateable  value  £57,038. 

A  penny  rate  produces  £171. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births,  legitimate . 

illegitimate  ... 

Deaths  . 


64  male.  66  female. 
5  male.  1  female. 

56  male.  61  female 


Total  136. 
Total  117. 


Infant  deaths  (under  one  year)  11.  This  includes  one 
death  of  an  illegitimate  child.  Seven  of  these  deaths  were  in 
the  first  week  of  life  and  one  was  from  diarrhoea. 


There  were  8  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  2 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  13  deaths  from  malignant 
disease,  6  from  pneumonia,  7  from  bronchitis,  and  one  death 

from  whooping  cough,  and  one  from  diphtheria. 

* 

The  following  then  were  the  mortality  rates  : — 

1921.  1920. 


Birth-rate  .  17  per  1,000  living  21*5 

Death-rate  .  14‘6  ,,  12  5 

Infant  mortality  .  80'8  per  1,000  births  46 


It  will  be  seen  that  there  have  been  fewer  births,  more 
deaths,  and  that  instead  of  the  infant  deaths  being  less  as 
they  should  be,  they  have  increased. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

The  following  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year 


Diphtheria 

a  a  a 

15 

Erysipelas 

•  .  . 

3 

Encephalitis  ... 

a  a  a 

3 

Measles 

a  a  a 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

a  a  a 

13 

Malaria 

a  a  a 

3 

Pneumonia 

a  a  a 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

a  a  a 

15 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

8 

There  was  a  sudden  sharp  outbreak  of  bad  diphtheria  at 
Fowlmere  from  infection  conveyed  from  a  neighbouring 
district.  Fortunately  only  one  death  resulted  from  this.  As 
our  own  Hospital  was  being  used  for  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  the 
cases  were  sent  to  the  Cambridge  Borough  Hospital,  where 
they  were  promptly  attended  to. 

Many  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  came  from  Great 
Chishall.  They  arose  originally  from  infection  conveyed  to 
the  village  by  a  visitor. 

Water  Supply. 

Most  of  the  villages  are  well  supplied,  but  Great  Chishall 
is  in  urgent  need  of  a  good  and  convenient  supply.  In  this 
matter  a  long  view  is  certainly  the  best,  and  if  a  good  supply 
can  be  obtained  from  a  deep  well  this  should  be  done,  even 
at  a  slightly  greater  initial  expense. 


Summary  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Work, 


Visits  and  Inspection  of  Cottages 
Visits  to  Infectious  Cases 
,,  Dirty  Houses 

,,  Cases  of  Overcrowding 

,,  Water  Supplies 

,,  Privies,  &c. 

,,  Animals 

,,  Ditches,  Drains,  and  Cesspools... 

,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Slaughter-houses 

,,  Schools  ...  ...  .. 

,,  Bakehouses,  Out-workers  and  Workshops 

,,  Petrol  Stores 


...  630 
...  82 

7 

5 

...  62 
...  25 

5 

...  16 
...  18 

6 

...  41 

...  10 


Number  of  Nuisances  discovered 


55 


-v-  , .  j  Preliminary 

Notices  served  J 

t  Statutory 


55 


Nuisances  Abated 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Slaughter  Houses 
Bakehouse-8 


No.  on  Register  6 

55  55  5 

„  17 


Inspections 


907 

101 

92 

89 

10 

8 

32 


Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  19G1. 


Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Nuisances  Discovered  ...  6  Remedied  ...  6 

Number  of  Premises  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  33 

Number  Water  Certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  14 

.  Samples  of  Water  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Two  were  found  fit,  and  other  unfit  for  domestic  use. 


Housing. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  45 

As  part  of  the  Council  Housing  Scheme  ...  ...  35 

UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 
INSPECTION. 

Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  630 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing  and 

Town  Planning  Regulations  of  1910  ...  ...  209 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  the  above)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  72 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  34 


No  proceedings  were  taken  under  Section  28  of  the  Act  of  1919. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .,  ...  21 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  By  Owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

Ptepresentations  made  with  a  view  to  making  Closing  Orders  4 
Number  of  houses  on  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  4 

No  Closing  Orders  were  determined  nor  were  any  houses  demolished 

The  Council  has  given  much  time  and  trouble  to  the 
question  of  Housing  during  the  year,  but  the  results  have  not 
been  altogether  encouraging  to  the  Council,  The  standard 
of  housing  in  the  district  is  low,  and  I  cannot  see  much 
improvement  in  our  Vital  Statistics  until  the  standard  rises. 
From  the  ultimate  point-of-view,  that  of  the  health  and 
happiness  of  the  people,  there  is  no  more  important  object 
than  to  give  people  a  decent  house  to  live  in.  This  is  a 
National  question,  and  your  Council  has  done  what  it  could 
to  remedy  it,  but  the  overcrowding  of  the  houses  still 
remains,  and  where  disease  is  present,  the  result  is  necessarily 
disappointing.  To  see  a  person  coughing  about  the  germs 
of  tuberculosis  in  an  overcrowded  dwelling,  and  infecting 
young  children  is  to  realise  the  fundamental  importance  to 
the  State  of  this  Housing  question. 

Yours  faithfully, 

N’ORMAN  MACFADYEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WARREN  BROS.,  PRIMERS,  ROYSTON. 


